The observation has been made that the education of a child properly begins with a more or less remote ancestor, and Allison proves to be no exception. (44)
properly begins with a more or less remote ancestor, and Allison proves to be no exception. The one who would befriend this boy in his educational extremity is confronted by the parents' profound ignorance of the reactions, especially the emotional responses, of childhood; their senseless bickerings about the proper management of an only child; their attitude of contempt for schools and teachers in general and the unreasonable temper of the father. Such an "entangling alliance" challenges the best diplomatic effort of any teacher.
These people are recently well-to-do. The father "too smart" to require the advantages of school after a very tender age, is a foreman in a large automobile factory. He Their "cooperation," and they believe themselves above criticism in this regard as in every other respect, is blind conformity to the admonitions of the teacher who enlists their confidence and who is sincere enough and aggressive enough to maintain her line of action regardless of their protests or abuse. She must be able to justify every demand she makes, because she believes absolutely in the justice of her demand, and she must prove the value of her diagnosis and of her remedy by showing results. She will find that her best weapon is the approbation or adverse criticism of the group in which Allison works. It has been proven by a year of successful experience with him that the war can be won by the above tactics, but as Allison comes under the dominion of new teachers the battle will be "on" over and over again.
If they stand by their guns, the victory will be won in spite of the damaging experiences to which he has been subjected in the past. Sincere interest in Allison's future welfare leads one to hope that through their efforts such experiences may never get the strangle hold again.
